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accused of the crime until he read the "summary of evidence
which is embraced in the decision of the Supreme Court of
Illinois."7 One of the eight men originally accused had com-
mitted suicide. George's mind was changed. He wrote in The
Standard:
It was not indeed proved that any of the seven men threw the
bomb, nor even was it proved who did throw the bomb, but it was
proved beyond any reasonable doubt that the men were engaged
in a conspiracy, as a result of which the bomb was thrown and
were therefore as guilty as though they themselves had done the
act----
In this country where a freedom of speech which extends almost
to license is seldom interfered with, and where all political power
rests upon the will of the people, those who counsel to force or to
the use of force in the name of political or social reform are enemies
of society, and especially are they enemies of the working class.
What in this country holds the masses down and permits the social
injustice of which they are so bitterly conscious, is not any super-
imposed tyranny, but their own ignorance. The worldngmen of the
United States have in their own hands the power to remedy political
abuses and to change social conditions by rewriting the laws as they
will. For the intelligent use of this power they must be aroused and
reason invoked. But the effect of force, on the contrary, is always
to awaken prejudice and to kindle passion.8
Not satisfied with his own opinion, George sought the legal
advice of Judge James G. Maguire, who also studied the sum-
mary and was convinced that the Anarchists were guilty. This
confirmed George in his decision. "Our bench is not immacu-
late/' he wrote, "but I could not believe that every one of the
seven (judges) men, with the responsibility of life and death
hanging over them, could unjustly condemn these men."9
A final appeal was made to the United States Supreme Court,
where, after a six-hour hearing, the Federal judges denied a writ
of error. The Governor of Illinois refused to pardon the con-
demned men, and on November 11, four of them were hanged,
George felt more sorrow over the tragedy and understood the
deep cause of it more profoundly than those who were accusing
him of heardessness, 'With the mass of the so-called Anarch-
ists/* he wrote in The Standard on November 19, "anarchy is not
a theory but a feeling that worfcLngmen are oppressed by an
intolerable class despotism, and that the breaking down of gov-